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American Indian Cancer Foundation (AICAF)

A national non-profit established to address tremendous cancer 
inequities faced by American Indian and Alaska Natives.

Mission:
To eliminate cancer burdens on American Indian families through 
education and improved access to prevention, early detection, 
treatment and survivor support.
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Our Vision

Our vision is a world where 
cancer is no longer a leading 
cause of death for American 

Indian and Alaska Natives. 
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Our Approach
We believe…

Native communities 
have the wisdom to find 
the solutions to health 
inequities, but are often 
seeking the 
organizational capacity, 
expert input and 
resources to do so.
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Historical Events
1862 - Dakota 38+2 mass execution
1868 - Laramie Treaty/Sioux Treaty of 1968
1869 - Transcontinental Railroad completed 
1874 - Gold was discovered in the Black Hills
1879 - Boarding school era begun
1886 - Statue of Liberty was dedicated
1887 - Allotment Act/Dawes Act
1890 - Wounded Knee Massacre
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Government Policies, Systems & 
Environments

● Indian Removal Act
● Allotment Act (Dawes Act)
● Indian Reorganization Act (Indian New 

Deal)
● Indian Relocation Act
● Indian Religious Freedom Act
● Government food system
● Forced Sterilization
● Flood Control Act
● Boarding school era
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Intergenerational Impact of Boarding Schools 
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Historical Trauma is CURRENT Trauma
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We must keep unhealthy behaviors 
in the context of:

● Trauma: Both historical and current
● Stesses: Racism, poverty, other systemic inequities, cultural separation
● Historical genocide and colonization: The extermination and repression of AI/AN 

culture
● Living with the oppressor: AI/ANs still remain on this land base and are regulated / 

influenced in many ways by the federal government (for the past 500 years)
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“Healthy equity is crucial for the well-being and 
vibrancy of communities”

● We know that health is a product of social determinants and health disparities
● Health inequities stem from structural racism, discrimination and poverty
● Solutions need to be tribally-led, community-based and rooted in culture
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Tribal Sovereignty

Federally recognized tribes are recognized as possessing certain inherent rights 
of self-government and are entitled to receive certain federal benefits, services, 
and protections because of their special relationship with the United States. - US 

Department of Interior Indian Affairs
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Importance of Building Partnerships
Authentically partner with AI/AN communities to:

● Trust the community has the wisdom and solutions to address health disparities which 
afflict their community

● Actualize positive change strategies that are conceived through community member 
engagement and conversation 

● Change organizational practices to meet the community where they are at
● Cultivate community-driven coalition to influence policy & practice 



 



 



Cancer Prevention 
from an Indigenous Lens

● Mainstream: Often only focuses on 
individual behavior

● Indigenous lens: Interconnectedness 
and guiding principles for ways of 
living
○ Respect for elders
○ Listening to understand
○ Show compassion, have empathy
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Programs Overview

Research 
& 

Evaluation 

Prevention 
& 

Policy

Cancer 
Programs

Research
&

Evaluation
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Cancer Programs

- Clinic System Improvement
- National Comprehensive Cancer Control 

Program
- National Breast and Cervical Early 

Detection Program 
- Sage and Sage Scopes 

- Cancer Screening & Early Detection
- Campaign Awareness Months
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Prevention 
& Policy

Policy, systems & 
environmental 

change strategies 
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Research & Evaluation

- Honoring traditional tobacco
- Culturally tailoring commercial 

tobacco cessation strategies and 
resources

- Identify and assess facilitators 
and barriers to cancer screening

- Health systems improvement & 
training
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The Stories 
Behind the Data 
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SmokefreeNATIVE
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Tailored 
Primary Library
Text Message 

Examples
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Keywords
Original 

● CRAVE – can be texted when a user is 
having a strong craving and needs a 
reminder to stay strong

● MOOD – can be text when a user is 
having a bad day and needs 
encouragement

● SLIP – can be texted when a user slipped 
up and smoked commercial tobacco and 
can either continue on or restart the 
program

New additions 
● MIND – user can text to help find 

balance in their day
● HONOR – user can text to learn about 

Native culture including traditional 
tobacco

● CONNECT – user can text when they 
need a reminder of ways to engage with 
family and community
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Tailored 
Keyword Examples
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Indigenous 
Evaluation
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Cancer & COVID-19
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Powwow for Hope:
Dancing for Life, Love & Hope

1. Strengthening our Survivorship efforts to offer support to loved ones facing cancer 
a. During the Covid-19 Pandemic we received funding and provided  gift cards so anyone with a cancer diagnosis did not have to 

worry about any financial burden

2. Build larger cancer awareness campaigns to address the inequities faced by our communities 
a. Culturally tailored resources and education materials were sent to various tribal and urban clinics to host education/screening 

events 

3. Overall proceeds benefit AICAF’s mission to eliminate the cancer burdens on Native people through 
improved access to prevention, early detection, treatment and survivor support 

https://powwowforhope.org/
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Reclaiming Indigenous Health
● Solutions need to be tribally-led, community-based and rooted in culture 
● Recognize, respect and honor tribal sovereignty  
● Establish long term relationships/partnerships 
● Center the needs and priorities of the communities
● Invest in the communities
● Strength based approach
● Continual support and resources 
● Seek historical context information and resources 
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Reclaiming Indigenous Health

It’s a way of life
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www.aicaf.org
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

@americanindiancancer

@americanindiancancer

@AICAF_Org

American Indian Cancer Foundation

American Indian Cancer Foundation
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Pidamaya
(Thank You)

Wyatt Pickner, Hunkpati Dakota, MPH, Research Manager - wpickner@aicaf.org
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